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A school family, learning for life in all its fullness (John 10:10)


	KS1 Whole school overview: Exploration


Overview As a whole school concept, the children in Key Stage 1 will be focussing on exploration this term. This will primarily be taught through our history curriculum where we will be learning about the impact of the Space Race on the modern world.  The Space theme will be extended to our Literacy text, where we will be studying Non-Fiction reports about Space. We will extend this learning further by programming a rocket to move in Computing and by making a Space themed moving toy in out Design Technology work. In Science we will be looking at plants and in RE we will be studying Islam, looking at the similarities and differences between the way Christians live and the way Muslims live.







 

Learning Intentions (We are learning to...)



The National Curriculum provides a series of ‘learning intentions’ which detail the most important skills and knowledge children need to develop in the core subjects (Mathematics, English and Science) and foundation subjects (History, Geography, Music, PE, Art and Design, Computing and Design and Technology). In each learning session, the learning intention and success criteria is shared with all children, in order to give the children a sense of purpose and understanding of what they are learning.  The National Curriculum also promotes the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of children, and within this, the ‘fundamental British Values’. Our Church of England link is evident through our worship and Christian values embedded across the school.  This allows children to prepare for the responsibilities and experiences of adult life. For this reason, in Year 1/2, we approach learning by making links between the subjects and activities, where possible, to provide the children with an overall sense of purpose and to develop their competence, confidence and creativity as well as building a school family, learning for life in all its fullness.











English
Focus: The children will be reading non-fiction texts about different aspects of space, including the moon, linked to our history topic about the moon landings. They will identify different features so that they will be able to write a short report about the moon.  
Each child will have a guided reading session three times a week which will include looking at unfamiliar words, prosody (using expression) and comprehension. This will often be linked to their phonics work and the same book will come home weekly for further practise.
Spellings will be linked to the phonics phase that they are learning and will consist of phonetically decodable words and common exception words that they will need for writing. 



Mathematics
Focus: Working in small year group specific classes, the children’s mathematics lessons will follow the National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics (NCETM) mastery materials to developing a deep and lasting understanding of mathematical procedures and concepts. The children will use manipulatives (e.g. counters and tens frames), pictorial representations (e.g. number line, bar model and whole part model) and abstracts (e.g. equations) to their support learning.  
The children will also be using rekenreks (small bead frames) to help them develop quick recall of 1-20 number facts. 
Year 2 children will access previous SATs papers to check their subject knowledge.



Science
Focus: This term the children will be learning about plants. We will be exploring our school grounds to see which plants grow there and using graphs to show what we found.
We will also be identifying and labelling the different parts of a plants and learning about what each part of the plant does. 
We will be investigating how plants grow and looking at the conditions plants grow in and investigating how this suits different plants.
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History


This term in history our focus will be the space race. We will look at the Apollo Missions and in particular the moon landings. We will learn about which animals went to space first as well as the first men on the moon. 
We will spend some time looking at the planets and investigating what a space station is. This will link to our English unit. 
Computing 
In computing this term we will start a new unit on programming. We will learn how algorithms are implemented as programs on digital devices and will be able to create and debug simple programs. 


d






Design Technology
This term the children will be designing and making a winding mechanism that sends a rocket going to the moon.

We will learn different techniques for winding mechanisms and will design, assemble, join and evaluate our structures. 


P.E.
This term the children will have an introduction to travelling, jumping and rolling in gymnastics. IThey will use these skills to perform short sequences. n games  the children will be learning how to control their bodies. Balancing object on parts of their body and developing their hand to eye coordination.
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Music
In music this term the children will be learning to recognise and explore different sound sources. Then they will use dynamicsand tempo to combine these skills to illustrate a story expressively . 



PSHE
This half term the children will be looking where they belong in the community and what community means. We will be looking into different aspects of the community and how this affects our position in the community. We will be concentrating on rules and things we can do to make or community better such as making sure our litter is put in the bin.




Religious Education:
This half term the children will learn that Muslims believe in Allah as the one true God. They will look at the Shahadah to take a closer look at what Muslims believe about Allah and how they express it. They will study some of the stories about Muhammad and how they are used to teach Muslims the words of Allah. They will find out how Muslims worship and pray (Salaah)and what effect this has on their daily lives.




Reward Systems
Dojo points are awarded to celebrate good behaviour and learning.  These points will either be collected weekly, or until a goal amount is achieved and then the children will.  Each week, children are also considered for an Achiever of the Week certificate which is awarded in Friday’s celebration worship where we enjoy celebrating the achievements of others in or out of school and a Busy Bee certificate which is awarded in Wednesday’s Key Stage One assembly.  Each term, children will be considered for Head Teacher’s awards.
Half Termly Christian Value and Spirituality
This half term’s Christian value is Thankfulness which will be explored in worship alongside our British Value of democracy which will be applied in the election of our House Captains and other children’s voice positions in the school.   We will continue to develop spirituality across throughout the school by considering Windows (looking at the ow’s and wow’s of the world) Mirrors (considering what we believe as individuals and why we believe this) and Doors (going out into the world to make it a better place).
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